Headquarters of Commander-in-Chief at Kovno
effected. Irrelevant matters that had nothing to do with the issue aggravated the problem. In the first place, the Austrian General Staff, for reasons of so-called prestige, found it difficult to contemplate any limitation of its tactical authority over the Austro-Hungarian troops. In its interpretation of its powers it jealously maintained the Austrian point of view of not letting Germany's military predominance become apparent. Germany, on the other hand, considered military necessities and nothing else.
On June 4th the Russian offensive against the Austro-Hungarian Front east of Lutsk, at Tarnopol and immediately north of the Dniester began.
Their attacks were carried out, though the Russians had no decisive superiority in numbers. In the neighbourhood of Tarnopol they were completely repulsed by the Army of General Count von Bothmer who had taken over the command of the German Southern Army in succession to General von Linsingen, but they broke through in the two other places and won a complete victory. At both points they penetrated deep into the Austro-Hungarian positions. Things were all the more critical because the Austrians had shown such small powers of resistance that at one blow the whole Eastern Front was in dire jeopardy. Although we were anticipating an attack on our front, we immediately started divisions on the southward march. Field-Marshal Prince Leopold of Bavaria's Army Group also responded to the requirements of the situation. Our G.H.Q. made heavy demands on both groups, and also withdrew divisions from the West. The Battle of the Somme had not yet begun. Austria gradually broke off the Italian offensive, and sent troops to the Eastern Front.                              **
The Italian Army now started a counter-offensive in the Tyrol The face of the war had changed completely. Not much later the opening of the Somme battle and Roumania's declaration of war was to make our position still more unfavourable.
G.H.Q. seems to have had some hope of neutralizing the piercing of our lines by the enemy at Lutsk by a counter-attack
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